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Origin of the breed

Allegedly the Karakul (sometimes spelled Karakule) originated in Bokhara in Russian
Turkestan (Young, 1914). Assuming this is the same as sometimes referred to as Bukhara, it
is located in current day Uzbebkistan near Tashkent and Samarkand. Valuable lamb pelts were
produced in this region in commercial quantities at least as early as 1000 A.D. According to
Adametz, Karakul-like fur was used for trimming the coats of Hittite kings as long ago as 1400
B.C. (Lush, Jones, Dickson, 1930). The name Karakul is thought fo derive from the words
Kara Kul (meaning Black Lake). The natives of the area did not apply this to the sheep of the
area, but a fur buyer who regularly came to the area lo buy the pelis transferred the
geographical name to the sheep found there. Young (1914) stated that these sheep descended
from a type known as Kandakar which was considered extinct at that time. Others refer to
other names such as the Arabi, Shiraz or the Zigai as names applied to the sheep or the region
from which the Karakul derived. Until this date, a number of related fat-tail type sheep still
produce lambs which at birth possess interesting curl patterns to their fleece. The Karakul
lamb peits are commonly known in this country as Persian Lamb. Other terms used to refer
to these pelts are Broadtail and Caracul, but these terms were generally applied to different
types.

Centers of Karakul Production

Karakul type sheep may be found throughout many arid regions but the major countries
where pure Karakuls are found in large numbers are (Demiruren, 1975):
The former Soviet Union
Southern Africa
Alghanistan
Iran
Rumania.

The above areas have all been in turmoil or political reorganization in recent years, and
there is no way this could have failed to affect Karakul production through changes in numbers
and a shift from pelt production to meat production. Within the former Soviet Union, Karakul
production was restricted to the arid steppe region of Uzbekistan, Turkmenia, Tajikistan and
Kazakhstan. In Southern Africa, Karakul pelt production is largely restricted to Southwest
Africa (Namaibia) as contrasted to the Republic of South AfricarAfghanistan and Iran have
long had significant numbers of Karakul or Karakul-type sheep, but in recent decades these
have been largely used for meat as contrasted to peit production. However, the potential exists
lo switch between these products on an annual basis. All the areas with major populations o
Karakul (pelt) production are characterized by harsh arid conditions. This appears to imply


















